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Lynn Carey receives national Forest
Service award for nordic ski trail work I
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A team feaues the startiny
btocks behind the Community

- Hal( Saturday u/ith the crou/d

. cheerio him off.

Twenty-se~en teams entered the Seeley Lake Sled
bog Race here last weekend. Entries included six
lditarod Race veterans. See story and results inside. G. Noland p/toto

email: pathfinderlmontana.corn
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"IS THIS YOVR I«/AY 0/ TELLING /r<<E THAT YOV'RE NOT GOING

TO LEND /v(E ANY /<4ONEYT'aid-Back
Wcsi Syndicate

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Community members are invited to submit dates, times and locations

of events, meetings and other happenings. Submission deadline:

Friday, 5 p.m.; call 677-2022

PUBLIC MEETINGS
AARp, 1st Mon, noon,
Condon Comm. hall

Blackhawk Booster Club,

1st Mon, 6pm, High
School cafeteria

Salmon Prairie/Swan
Lake Elem Bd., 1st Tues

S.L. Fire Dept, 1st Tues,

7pm, fire hall

WEEKLY MEFT-
INGS:
Alcoholics Anonvmous:

(help for those with a sus-

pected drinking problem l

-Condon: Faith Lutheran

Church, every Sunday,

Ipm
-Seeley Lake: Every
Wed, 7pm, Living Waicr

Catholic Church, on SOS
Rd. For info: 677-327 I or
677-2892.
~Potomac: 406-244-
5204

Alateen: (help for teen-

agers of alcoholi<. fami-

lies)
Ho!linc 677-2753

Overeaters An~on-
mous: every Thursday,

7pm, Faith Lutheran

Church, Con<Ion, 754-
237l

Missoula County Com-
missioners Public Mtg,
every Wed, Courthouse
Annex, Room 20 I,
Missouia, I:30pnu

T.O.P.S.Mtg, every Thurs,

Mission Bible Fellowship

bldg., Seeicy Lake, 10am.

MONTHLY SERVICES
FAIM Outreach Specialist,

1st & 3rd Thur, 9:30-3,
Secley-Swan Med. Cir.

Pinochle, every 1st Sat,
S.L. Comm. Hall, 7pm;
every 3rd Sat., Senior Citi-

zens Center

DUMPSTER TRANS-
FFR SITE:Winter hours

(Oct-Apr) - Wed & Sat,
10am-4pm, 677-3809

SSTEP Crisis Help Line:
677-3177. Domestic vio-

lence, sexual assault, child

abuse, community out-
reach g<. education

Food ink: Tues, 12-4

pm, next to Muiii-purpose

Room, S.L, .Fierncniary,
677-502 s

I.ovine Hearts Thrift
Store: Open Wed, 12:00-
5:00, Sai, 11-3, 677-5683
(emergency 677-2110)
Seelev Lake Communltv

Hall For hall rental, cRII

Cheri Thompson, 677-
2454

I.IBRARKS:
Seeley Lake Public LI-
brary (Seeiey-Swan High

School) Regular hours:
Mon-Fri., 8-3prn (closed
I 1 am-noon for lunch);
Wed., 3-8pm; Sat, 10am-

3pm. Story Time-Satur-

days at 11 a.m.
Swan Valley Library
(Condon) Tues, llam-
4pm; Wed, I I am.-7pm; Fri,

I I am-4pm

Family History Ctr.-LDS
Church: Open Wcd,
I I am-3pm. Call 677-2642
or 677-2575.

EMERGENCY: Dial 911
If you live in Seeley Lake,
Condon, Greenough or
Ovando.
Swan I.Iike Residents:
886-2324 (Fire. QRU or
Search g< Rescue) or I-
406i-752-6161 I'or Sberii'I;

Highway Patrol.

GARY NOIAND, EDITOR PUBLISHER S NOTICE Mo.DE No<AnD, ADYERTlslNG

Seeley Swan Pathfinder (ISSN 0894-2994, Lake or Powell County; $25 per year else-
USPS000-919)ispublishedweekiybyPath- where in U.S.) and by newsstand sales.

Tinder Press, Inc., Box 702, Seeiey Lake, MT Periodicals postage paid at Seeiey Lake,

59868 (ph. 406/677-2022). Area served is MT. Postmaster:
Seeiey Lake, Swan Valley and neighbor- Send address changes to: Seeiey Swan

Ing communities, Distribution Is by mail Pathfinder, P.O. Box 702, Seeley Lake, MT

subscription (S20 per year in Missouia, 59868-0702.

Editorial Comment

CIST 9B...bits K pieces
Fireworks above Seeley Lake last Saturday signalled the close of Winerfest 2002, and

though our activities here came off without a hitch, the sympathies of this snowmobiling

community went out to the families of four young men killed in an avalanche on Sheep
Mounain near Bonner Saturday afternoon.

Killed in the avalanche slide were Garrett Grothen, 29, of Florence, Christopher Novak,

25, of Missoula, Adam "Lou" Ployhar, 17, of Potomac and Brad Popham, 31, of Lolo.
High avalance warnings have been isued for this week and weekend in the backcountry,

so caution needs to bc taken. You can call the West Central Montana Avalanche Center at 1-
800-281-1030, or 549-44SS, or visit thc v cb at v'wv'.avalanche.org.

Last year there were 17 mushers entered in the Seeley Lake Sled Dog Race. Last week
entries in the annual event jumped to 27. Norman Lee, Seeley Lake race organizer, is not

sure why the big jump but "we have more snow" than other places and we'e popular with

the mushers. Six of the mushers were Iditarod veterans, 3 of those from Seeley Lake known

as Ihe "lditarod I amily" —Bill and Cindy Gallea and their son, Jim.
.—Gary Noland

Here is the final results of the snow sculpture competition.
by Scott Anthony
The votes are in!!The People's Choice Award goes to the "Statue of Liberty" by Linda

Weaver and Cindy Torok at the Bison & Bear shopping nrea. The People's Choice is chosen

by the public vote at Wold's Valley Market, Rovero's; Annie's Emporium; Deer Country

Quilts; and the Napa Store. The "Statue of Liberty" also received first place in the profes-
sional category and an Alpine Artisan's Award.

The Best Maintained Award goes to "Cheese" by the Malecha family at the Malecha

photo shop. This award goes to the sculpture that is keep swept and nice for the entire
Winterfest. "Cheese" also received a third place award in the Big Kids Little Kids category.

Thanks again to our sponsors: Missoula Electric Cooperative; Blackfoot Telephone;
Rovero's; First Valley Bank; Steve & Cheri Thompson; and the Alpine Artisans. And a spe-
cial thanks to all who participated. You made this year's Seeley Lake Winterfest very spe-
cial.

Enhanced 911 can benefit from your assistance
Over the past couple years, many coun-

ties within Blackfoot Telephone service
areas have been working on implementing
enhanced 9-1-1 (E 9-1-1)services. E 9-1-1
is a system which routes an emergency call
to the 9-1-1call center closest to the caller,
AND automatically displays the caller's
physical address on the computer screen.
Also displayed is the caller's telephone
number, which can automatically be
redialed if the line is disconnected. There-
fore, if the caller is unable to speak, or un-
able to provide location information, he or
she can still be located with a map. To gain
the full benefits of enhanced 9-1-1 service,
each telephone number must be linked to a

physical address assigned by the county and

on file with the local telephone company, so
that any 9-1-1caller can be located by emer-

gency service providers. In addition to pro-
viding the location for emergency respond-
ers, the physical address of the telephone will

also determine how the 9-1-1 call is routed.
Enhanced 9-1-1 uses a caller's location,

not telephone exchange, to direct a call to the

appropriate call answering center. This con-
trasts with current 9-1-1service, which some-

times cannot route the call to an answering
center capable of dispatching the emergency
assistance to the caller's location.

Creating physical addresses requires
naming all roads, including private roads,

Weather Report
physical addresses can be used for

DATE HIGH LOW CONDITIONS 9 1 1 service foi mail delivery
utility companies, delivery ser-

Jan 18 25 3 0.13"precip., 3.1" vices and'others. Most of the coun-
snow, snow last p.m., clear a.m., partly cloudy p.m ties within Blackfoot Telephone
Jan 19 29 17 0.23"precip., 7.2" service areas have contracted with
snow, steady snow all last night. overcast. a mapping company to map all
Jan 20 29 23 0.28"precip., 4 0 roads and structures for this pur-
snow, steady snow all day, but lighter in p.m. pose.
Jan 21 32 25 0.19"precip., 4.4"

Creating physical addresses is
snow, heavy snow last night, a few flakes today a responsible act of local govern-
Jan 22 32 10 0 03 P 'p" 'ent. By assigning physical ad-
snow, skiff snow last p.m., mostly overcast.
j 23 26 16 0 12 2 0 dresses, a community allows its

snow snow last night mostly cloudy
" ' residents to take full advantage o

Jan 24 31 21 0.08"precip. 1.3" enhanced 9-1-1 service. Ways to

snow, light snow showers, overcast. assist in the Process of imPlement-

Jan 25 37 30 p.p9" precip., trace
snow early tllcll liglli steady rain< overcast.

'.Call your county court-

J;In 26 36 29 P 21" piecip I 7" house to see if they are working

snow, steady light snow, overcast. on E-9-1-1.
Jan 27 29 I 0.01"precip.. 0.3" 2. Find out what physical ad-

snow, clear cold a.m., mostly cloudy p.m. dress is assigned to your IIJcation.
3. Call your local telephone

Richard E. Taylor, Seeley Lake RD company to 'make sure the correct
Ph: 406-677-3913; fax: 406-677-3902 physical address is on file for each

eiuail: retaylorPefs.fed.us ofyour phone lines.

See ey.)istrict l>io
up 1 set of tracks in 3 months of
intensive sun eys.

Closer to iiome, Tom and
Melanic Parkei and their crews
from Northwest Connections have
been doing snow-tracking surveys
in the Swan River drainage for sev-
eral winters ~ heir routes basically
start at the Swan-Clearwater di-
vide. This boundary also roughly
marks the north end of the lynx
research efforts. I don't have de-
tails from the Northwest Connec-
tions surveys but I know that they
pick up lynx tracks only rarely, and
the ones they do see are primarily
on the south end of the Swan Val-

ley. We'e not really sure why lynx
numbers decrease as you move
north from the Clearwater into the
Swan Valley. I guess this fact
brings rne to a main point. There
is still a lot we don't really under-
stand about lynx and their ecology.
It does appear that the lynx here in
the Seeley area do pretty well in a
managed landscape with high
snowmobile use in the winter. The
snowfall here in a normal year cer-
tainly plays a role, as lynx are
adapted to hunt hares in deep snow
conditions. The moisture the snow
provides also promotes dense co-
nifer and shrub growth in the un-
derstory, which are important as-
pects of snowshoe hare forage and
hiding cover. The results of the
ongoing research will hopefully

One of the
finest charities

Dear Montanans,
I am writing to ask if you

might open your heart for one of
the finest charities I have ever
known. The Florence Crittenton
Hoine has been helping pregnant
and parenting teens for over one
hundred years. Thousands of
young women and babies from
every community in Montana have
passed through the doors.

We have raised 70% of the
money needed to pay for our new
home. We now need your help. If
every person in Montana would
write a check today, we could wrap
it up.

Florence Crittenton is in a
unique position - we have the op-
portunity to impact two gen-
erations. If we don't address the
needs of these young mothers, we
are going to face the same chal-
lenges in fifteen years.

Our Montana kids need to
know we will be there for them.
Please join me as I push up my
sleeves to get the job done. Send
your tax deductible contribution
today to Florence Crittenton 901
North Harris, Helena MT 59601.
As I chair this effort, I would
greatly appreciate your help. I want

every pregnant girl in Montana to
know there is a place for her.

Thank you so much.

by Scott Thompson

(Scott To, nson lives in Seeley Lake
and now works as a wildlife biolo-
gist for the Seeley Lake and
Missoula Ranger Districts on the
Ealo National Forest.)

Jerry O'eil recently wrote a
letter discussing lynx research in
the Seeley Lake area. Jerry's let-
ter was timely in that we are hear-
ing a lot about lynx and lynx bi-
ologists in the news lately. As a
biologist who has been involved
with lynx research around Seeley
and also in southwest Montana, I
would like to try and provide a
little bit of information about lynx
related research.

I am sure many local residents
have familiarity with the lynx
project that started here back in
1997-98. Some local trappers
helped out a lot at the early stages
and some are still involved, so you
may have heard about or met some
of the lynx crew through them.
Since that first winter, the project
has evolved from 3 Forest Service
researchers trapping, radio-collar-
ing, and tracking lynx to a crew of
more than 10 working year round
on all aspects of lynx ecology. The
current crew has members funded
by the Rocky Mountain Research
Station (Forest Service), Plum
Creek, Bureau of Land Manage-
ment, and the University of Mon-
tana. University students wanting
to get field experience also v(ilun-
teer on the project periodically; All
of this effort during the last 4 years
has resulted in over 40 lynx cap-
tures, including 5 lynx in the Bob
Marshall and 6 near Lincoln. For
obvious logistical reasons, trap-
ping in "the Bob"has been limited
to the month long effort o'ay
Kolbe and Tom Parker in the win-
ter of 1999-2000. It's tough to get
back in the wilderness and trap and
it's even tougher to collect more
than just aerial telemetry locations
on the cats once they are trapped
and collared. Since effort has been
so limited in the wilderness, it
should not be assumed that all the
lynx are in managed forests. They
are present in the wilderness,
they'e just tougher to study. In
the future, radio collars with on
board GPS units should allow us
to collect more data on lynx in
these remote areas.

The assumption that this area
"may support the highest derisity
of lynx in Montana" may be cor-
rect. Although no other area in
Montana, or in the westeiTt US for
that matter, has been surveyed and
trapped as extensively as the
Clearwater Valley, snow tracking
sttrvey efforts in other parts of the
state (Lolo Pass and the Pioneers
and Pintlars in the southwest cor-
ner) have been conducted recently.
These efforts have not turned up
evidence of many lynx and suggest
that, at least at this point in time,
lynx are uncommon in soine re-
gions currently considered suitable
habitat. I was down in the Pioneer
and Pintlar Mountains last winter
and our 5-person crew only turned

Theresa Raclcot
Arlington, Virginia
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ogist u ii ates ..ynx. 4esearc. ~
provide us with greater under-
standing of why lynx do well here
and not so well in other areas.

The lynx hair snaring tech-
nique, which has received a lot of
press lately, was developed and
tested in associa! Ion with the re-
search aspects of this project. This
method involves using a beaver
castor/catnip scent on a carpet pad
nailed to a tree. The lynx, much
like your house cat, rub on the
scented pad and hairs are caught
on small, barbed tacks sticking
through the pad. Other animals,
such as bears, coyotes and moun-
tain lions, will also rub on the pads.
To determine the species the hair
came from the hairs are collected
and sent to a genetics lab for DNA
analysis. These methods are now
being used on a national scale by
the US Forest Service to determine
lynx presence on public lands.
This approach makes sense in that
it allows large chunks of land to
be surveyed at a relatively low
cost,

I think the tone of recent ar-
ticles has somewhat misrepre-
sented the purpose of these sur-
veys. It's my understanding that a
primary intent of the surveys is to
direct researchers to places that
have lynx so that they can get on
the ground and use tracking meL.-
ods and trapping to more accu-
rately answer questions about lynx
abundance and habitat use in those
areas. The hair snare surveys give
lynx presence data. They may not
conclusively show that lynx are
absent or adequately address ques-
tions about population density or
habitat use. Due to the lack of
population information, current
land use decisions involving lynx
are more based on presence of lynx
habitat than presence of actual
lynx. The detection of a lynx in
an area does not, in and of itself,
trigger management decisions lim-
iting activities such as
snowmobiling and logging. Even
so, it's unfortunate that the recent

Fourth graders
explore new facihty

Dear Community,
We have been visiting the

public library at Seeley-Swan High
School all year. Now, we discov-
ered we have a new, mangificent
facility. It is very attractive and it
even smells nice and new. The
shelves are attractive and service-
able for younger patrons. It makes
us feel more independent while we
are browsing and researching'.

The technology is awesome!
We truly appreciate Mrs. Hainline
and her staff for their creative and
respectful help.

We love the new library and
we hope you visit it and appreci-
ate it too.

actions of biologists working for
various agencies in the northwest
have given a real black eye to the
wildlife profession and discredited
the hair snaring technique.

Not to be confused with the
hair snaring, snowshoe hare re-
search is also ongoing here in the
Seeley area to provide data on the
ecology of hares, which are

lynx'rimary

prey. If you want to find
lynx, you pretty much need to find
hares. Hares are abundant here
and this research should tell us a
lot more about them, including
what habitats they prefer and how
they deal wit)i predators. We may
also get a better picture ofhow hare
populations in this area fluctuate
over time. It is known that they
follow a 10-year cycle of pro-
nounced highs and lows in the bo-
real forests of the north but the less
dramatic cycles down here in the
lower 4S are poorly understood.
Nobody really knows why it is they
cycle. Some blame predators and
others have theories ranging from
overpopulation to sunspots and
solar flares.

Nature is extremely complex
and variability exists at many
scales. Due to this complexity,
wildlife research is not an exact
science, and few questions can be

Log 'Bob'o
save the Lynx?
Dear Editor,

This letter is a response to a

passage in the Pathfinder a few

weeks ago - Log the Bob to save

lynx? It was written by Jerry
O'Niel, Montana Senate Dist. 42,
Kalispell, Montana. I hope I read

this right. It seemed to me that

Jerry thought that logging had

something to do with saving the

lynx.
Did I not read another passage

in the Pathfinder about wild rab-

bits just passing through newly or

previously logged areas? They pre.

ferred old growth to live in or
around.

You'l have to forgive me but

- What do lynx eat?'?'I? Does any-

one know if lynx are territorial????

It seems that these studies are

based on information from 1977-

1994, I personally encountered a

person working for the wildlife

service a year or so ago. She was

studying about lynx and habitat. It
was good to see people like that in

the field, where the facts count and

quotas don't cover.

May God bless the Bob Mar-

shall and keep her safe. How are

we gonna breath without those
trees'I

answered with a simple yes or no.
There is a lot of gray area. Many
questions are made more difficult
to answer by cost and logistic limi-
tations as well. However, it is my
opinion that the research is impor-
tant. It provides managers with the
information necessary to make in-
formed decisions. Without good
information to support manage-
ment decisions, things often wind
up in court and we all know the
frustration that causes everyone.
Unfortunately, there are times
when the need for answers is now
and the research can't adequately
provide them. In these cases, folks
in management are ot'ten forced to
take a conservative approach in
their decision-making. This is also
frustrating to some people, espe-
cially when these decisions affect
their livelihood. A lot of times the
more conservative approach is the
only one that can be taken from a
legal standpoint and also for the
best interest of a rare species. I
think most of us here in Montana
appreciate our wildlife and want to
maintain the diversity we have. I
believe we can achieve this goal
without locking up the woods, it
just takes a lot of work and coop-
eration from all sides including the
agencies, industry, activists, and
local communities.

Gambling ban
would be costly!
Dear Editor,

For those of you who aren'

aware, Tom Shellenberg of Liv-

ingston is currently gathering sig-

natures to get Constitutional Ini-

tiative 85, which would ban gam-

ing machines, on the November
ballot this year. If this initiative is

passed it will be disastrous for the

state. The first effect would be an

increase in personal income tax of
approximately $250 per year per

taxpayer, to replace the loss of
gaming taxes.

In a small community like

ours, the tourist dollar is very im-

portant to the survival of most
businesses. Along with our natu-

ral amenities, food, drink and en-

tertainment are essential re-
quirements to draw tourists here.
Without gaming, I would most
likely have to lose one half of the

people I currently employ. Some
businesses would not be able to

survive at all. The trickle down

principle would eventually effect
the whole community.

Please inform your friends
and families of this issue and

strongly encourage them to regis-

ter to vote and to vote no on Initia-

tive 85 if it is placed on the ballot.

Seeley Lake
Elementary School
Fourth Grade

Leon Martin

Seeley Lake Montana
Gary Weikem

Seeley Lake, Montana


